
London Museums Librarians and Archivists Group
Meeting at The Freemason’s Hall , Thursday 11th December 2008 at 10:30am

Present Apologies
Christopher Mills, RBG Kew (Chair) Paul Evans, Royal Artillery Museum 
Simon Moody, National Army Museum Eleanor Gawne, NMM
Michael Ball, National Army Museum Robin Francis, National Portrait Gallery
Ian Carter, Science Museum Peter Elliott, RAF Museum
Kiri Ross-Jones, RBG Kew Renée Orr, NMM
Elspeth Hector, National Gallery Martin Cherry, L & M of Freemasonry
Emily Greenstreet, L&M of Freemasonry John Meriton V&A
Susan Snell, L&M of Freemasonry Rupert Williams, Science Museum
Richard Golland, IWM Caroline Warhurst, London Transport
Martin Flynn, Victoria & Albert Museum Adam Waterton, Royal Academy
Helen Pye-Smith, The National Archives 
Maria White, Tate
Barbara Thompson, Courtauld Institute
Nina Burls, RAF Museum

1. Minutes of last meeting at the National Archives on 18th September 2008
Minutes of this meeting were approved with no changes.

2. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
Caroline Brook is replacing Helen Hunt at the London Transport Museum whilst 
Helen is on maternity leave.

3. PAS 197
Susan Snell raised the issue of PAS 197 with the group. This is a draft BSI document 
which effectively is a framework for governance based on Spectrum, a “Code of 
practise for cultural collections management”. This is being compiled by Collections 
Trust and Susan wanted to bring this to the group’s attention as the document is a 
drive to improve collections management in all organisations, across the Museum, 
Archive and Library domains but there appears to be a lack of consultation. 
Discussion followed as this appears to be the first time most LMLAG members had 
heard of this document and much of its work appears to overlap other initiatives. It 
was agreed that it would be useful if Nick Poole of Collections Trust could come and 
speak to the group. CM to invite him to a meeting. 

4. The “Moving Forwards” groups
Policy Group
CM read Rupert’s email regarding the progress of this group. The Policy group met at 
LTM on 27 November, their 3rd meeting.  As a result, the group will progress policy 
guidelines and a timeframe for this has been agreed. After receiving feedback from 
LMLAG members, the policies to be considered are disposals; copyright & IPR and 
access & library membership. The group will start in the New Year to look at a 
disposal policy framework, possibly a Q&A toolkit. It is anticipated that this will take 6 
months to complete. Please can members pass any existing disposal documents to 
the group for them to see? 

There was general agreement at the meeting with the priority list of policies but CM 
will ask Rupert if the group can consider looking at access & library membership 
before copyright.



Communications Group
MF reported that survey questionnaires regarding the size of Library and Archive 
collections had been sent out and the majority of member institutions had responded. 
The figures are rather general as the group want to obtain an idea of the sector’s 
scale.  

Events Group
RG has posted an update of this group’s progress onto LMLAG’s Listserver. 
The group was slightly disappointed that so few of the attendees to the October 
seminar “Sharing experience: Development and design of collections access and 
exhibition spaces” were from LMLAG member organisations and feedback as to why 
this may have been the case would be helpful. 

Volunteers
The moving forward groups all have vacancies and several volunteers have come 
forward. Ian Carter will join the Communications Group; Jane Bramwell will join 
Policy and Lynn Parker will join Events. 

CM thanked the groups for their work so far.

5. Conference 
RG has posted a progress report concerning the Autumn 2009 conference onto 
LMLAG’s Listserver. 
[Subsequently, you may have seen Richard’s email posted 21 January. The 
conference will now be on Thursday 10 September 2009 at the National Gallery “Not 
museum pieces? - The developing role of archivists and librarians in museums”.]

6. Member’s news
Latest news was exchanged. As is the custom, this was not recorded but members 
are welcome to circulate their news on the LMLAG Listserver.

7. AOB
Discussion regarding Accreditation. It was thought that a session on accreditation 
would be useful and CM will email the group in the New Year about this.

8. Date for next meeting
The dates suggested by CM for next year’s meetings have been confirmed: 19th 

March; 11th June; 17th September and 10th December. Volunteers to host them will be 
most welcome.
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