
Museums Librarians and Archivists Group 
Meeting at Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, 

Thursday 15 April 2010 at 10:00am 
 
 
Present      Apologies 
Nina Burls, RAF Museum   Michael Ball, National Army Museum  
Richard Golland, Imperial War Museum  Joanna Bowring, British Museum 
Melanie Grant, Tate    Paul Evans, Royal Artillery Museum 
Elspeth Hector, National Gallery   Peter Elliott, RAF Museum  
Maxine Miller     Robin Frances, National Portrait Gallery 
Christopher Mills, Kew (Chair)  Eleanor Gawne, NMM 
Hellen Pethers, Natural History Museum Giovanna Hendel, Wallace Collection 
Kiri Ross-Jones, RBG Kew   Charles Hoare, British Museum  
Gary Steele, British Museum   Anthony Hopkins, Courtauld Institute  
Adam Waterton, Royal Academy  Alexia Kirk, V&A 
Rupert Williams, Science Museum  Caroline Warhurst, LTM   
April Yasamee, Horniman Museum  Julie Robertshaw, IWM  
 
   
 
 
1. Minutes of last meeting at the RBG, Kew on 10 December 2009  
Minutes of the meeting were approved with no changes. 
 
2. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 
NTR 
 
3. Policy Matters 
Chris has met with the Moving Forward Group leaders. They agreed that policy 
matters should be a standing item on the quarterly meeting agenda. This will provide 
the opportunity to review important issues and agree which policies/issues the MFGs 
should focus on. It will also provide an opportunity for government initiatives etc to be 
flagged for the main group’s attention and future speakers. Are there particular 
policies which we would like the main group to discuss or steer the MFGs towards? 
Following the success of JiSC, what can be MLAG’s next project?  
 
A discussion on the role of the Policy Group took place and on collaborative working. 
Membership of M25 (http://www.m25lib.ac.uk/m25/5.html) was discussed and the 
advantages of working more closely/ as a ‘collective’; the potential for sharing 
resources etc. Please see Chris’ email on this. 
 
4. JISC project 
Melanie thanked everyone for their responses to the questionnaire. From this we 
have a list of priorities for subscriptions which will shape the focus for future 
discussion. The next step is to extend the project nationally. It was agreed that the 
license agreement is really good and could be used as a model for when dealing with 
other companies. Melanie confirmed that this would be okay by JiSC.  
 
A discussion of E-resources followed. Dawsonera (http://www.dawsonera.com/) 
Gary asked whether anyone provides E-books to users as he is interested in the 
practicalities of making them available. Hellen suggested the approach taken by 
public libraries as a model. It was agreed that the issues of user expectation and the 
practicalities surrounding E-resources would be good for a seminar/speaker. 
 

http://www.m25lib.ac.uk/m25/5.html
http://www.dawsonera.com/


 
5. Blog 
A big thank you to Gary for all his work on the blog. Do use it!  
Gary believes he has provided a link to all MLAG members websites but if you have 
been overlooked please do let him know. If you would also like to be set up as an 
author so you can post stories rather than just comment on a string please let Gary 
know. The blog has had over 1000 hits so far. 
Gary is working on raising MLAG’s Google profile and will discuss the question of 
creating a Facebook account with Martin. A discussion about social networking and 
the use museum libraries and archives can make of this followed. RGB Kew are 
enjoying success with their blog. 
 
6. Sharing E-resource Access 
April thought that her question had been covered earlier in the meeting but there 
followed a useful further discussion on how users can access E-resources at the 
moment. Athens (http://www.athens.ac.uk/) The majority of members offer a walk-in 
access in the Archive or Library. The BM have Opacs in their reading rooms. NHM 
are working on agreeing access rights with publishers of E-journals. Many only allow 
access to staff.  
 
7. Moving Forward Group Reports 
Richard has kindly circulated the Events and Training Group report 
Rupert mentioned that the Policy Group will be meeting in a few weeks. The group is 
currently discussing Disposal. 
Communication Group - Martin wasn’t present but Gary mentioned that he has been 
concentrating on the blog. With Renee on maternity leave the Group need another 
member. Volunteers welcome. 
 
8. MLAG Chair 
Time flies. Chris announced that he has been Chair for three years now and feels it is 
a good time for another member to take on this role. If anyone has any suggestions 
and would like to nominate a colleague, or themselves, please let Chris have the 
names, in confidence, and he will speak with anyone put forward.  Depending on the 
response we may take a vote or otherwise put up someone for endorsement. 
 
9. Covering Renee – JISC project + MLAG List 
Gary has volunteered to take on the list 
 
10. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be at the Museum of London on Thursday 10 June.  
The Museum’s newly refurbished lower galleries will be open by this time too. 
 
11. AOB 
NTR 
 

http://www.athens.ac.uk/

