
London Museums Librarians and Archivists Group
Meeting in The National Archives, Thursday 18th September 2008 at 2pm

Present Apologies
Christopher Mills, RBG Kew (Chair) Simon Moody, National Army Museum 
Nina Burls, RAF Museum Peter Elliott, RAF Museum
Paul Evans, Royal Artillery Museum Renée Orr, National Maritime Museum
Jane Bramwell, Tate Anthony Hopkins, Courtauld Institute
Eleanor Gawne, National Maritime Museum Kiri Ross-Jones, RBG Kew
Helen Pye-Smith, The National Archives Elspeth Hector, National Gallery
Helen Kent, London Transport Museum Robin Francis, National Portrait Gallery
Richard Golland, Imperial War Museum Martin Flynn, Victoria & Albert Museum
Katherine Phillips, Imperial War Museum Fiona Baker, Tate
Rupert Williams, Science Museum Michael Ball, National Army Museum
Joanna Bowring, British Museum Caroline Warhurst, London Transport
Charles Hoare, British Museum Museum
Martin Cherry, L & M of Freemasonry 

1. Minutes of last meeting at the National Army Museum on 26th June 2008
Minutes of this meeting were approved with no changes.

2. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
No matters were raised

3. The “Moving Forwards” groups
CM reported back on a meeting of the group chairpersons. The organisation of the 
groups appeared to be working well and everyone is happy with their progress. The 
chairs will have regular meetings to make sure the work of the groups are co-
ordinated and no duplication of effort is taking place.

Policy Sub-Group
RW reported that the group will be focusing on those policies related to how LMLAG 
can move forward, such as the governance for LMLAG, and on policy examples that 
can be of use to member organisations. The group is pleased with what has been 
done so far. The second meeting was held at British Museum and priorities and 
action points from first meeting were reaffirmed. RW can distribute minutes of this 
meeting to those interested; please ask RW if you would like a copy. 
JB has sent an email out asking members to rank particular policies in priority order 
and sought responses by October. The group will look at these and estimate that it 
will take 3 months to create guidelines for each policy. 
RW is planning to get in contact with organisations such as DCMS to get a dialogue 
underway and to see what policies are already in place; to provide a context for the 
group’s work.
It is anticipated that discussion amongst group members will go into 2009.
JB thanked members for their response to her email and will aim to co-ordinate 
answers during October. The group will discuss these findings at their next meeting.

Communications Group
CM on behalf of MF: If you haven’t already, please can members respond to the 
survey which MF circulated recently. Responses received will be collated soon.



Events and Training Group 
RG: The group’s progress report has been circulated via LMLAG listserver and was 
circulated at the meeting too. 
Publicity for the seminar is underway. Elspeth is co-ordinating bookings so numbers 
attending so far were not available at the meeting. Cilip’s gazette will hopefully ran an 
advert in the next issue and an advert has also been placed on their website. The 
room provided for the seminar is quite large but the tours available afterwards have a 
limit of 40-50 people. RG thanked Eleanor and Chris for speaking at the event.

The first in the series of visits to member organisations, co-ordinated by Kiri, took 
place and very positive feedback was received. A limit of 15 people had been placed 
on the group and 10 attendees from 4 organisations took part. The group is very 
pleased with the response. 

The Events and Training Group will be looking for additional volunteers to help 
organise the conference.

CM raised the issue that the moving forward groups need to replace members who 
have either moved on themselves or are about to take an absence of leave. 
Replacements are sought - volunteers please! JB volunteered to join the Policy 
Group as they are lacking an Arts organisation representative. CM to email LMLAG 
members.

4. Conference 
RG: Decision has been made to postpone the conference until Autumn 2009.
Themes and ideas are to be discussed further and more details will be available in 
the December meeting. There was an agreement at the last LMLAG meeting that the 
theme needs to be broadened looking at the changing role of Librarians and 
Archivists and curatorial staff in museums and libraries.

A brainstorming session followed and RG’s notes from this discussion will feed into 
the Events and Training Group discussion. A proposal should be ready by December.

Suggestions put forward included involving representatives from public and academic 
libraries and the Society of Archivist; using case-studies, eg. contacting the Army 
Heritage Branch; looking at the educational role/ guardian/guide of librarians and 
archivists; expectations of users; digitalisation; electronic records management.; 
approaching tutors from current qualification courses and/or recently qualified 
archivists/librarians.

5. Future meetings
CM asked for volunteers to host future meetings please. CM to email LMLAG 
members.

6. Member’s news
Latest news was exchanged. As is the custom, this was not listed but members are 
welcome to circulate their news on the LMLAG listserver.

7. AOB
None

9. Date for next meeting
11 December 2008 at 10:30 at the Freemasons’ Hall
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