
London Museums Librarians and Archivists Group

Meeting at Museum in Docklands

22 March 2007

Present: 
Richard Golland; IWM – CHAIR 
Daphne Knott: NMM 
Elspeth Hector: NG 
Peter Elliott@ RAF 
Christopher Mills: RBG Kew 
Jessica Silver: Freemasonry 
Jill Terrell: NMM
Kate Sloss: Tate
Martin Cherry: Freemasonry 
Martin Flynn: V&A 
Michael Ball: NAM 
Paul Evans: Royal Artillery
Sally Brooks: MOL 
Vicky Worsfold: V&A 
Kiri Ross-Jones: RBG Kew
Robin Francis NPG 

Apologies: 
Adam Waterton: RA 
Caroline Warhurst: LTM 
Gabriele Popp; NPG
Nick Wyatt: NMSI 
Simon Moody: NAM
Helen Kent: LTM 
Joanna Bowring: BM
John Meriton: V&A
Mark Pomeroy: RA
Nina Burls: RAF 
Claire Frankland: Museum in Docklands 

RG welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Sally Brooks for arranging the room and 
hospitality at Museum in Docklands.

There were no comments or matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting. 

Kate Sloss introduced Lorraine Estelle, CEO JISC Collections. 
(The talk was to follow up on the information regarding the group sent to JISC Collections by KS.) 
Following the formation of JISC Collections, a mutual trading company, in October 2006, it is now 
possible to offer the benefits of the JISC subscriptions network outside the UK HE and FE sector to 
other academic libraries.

Pricing for subscriptions is in 10 bands, calculated according to the amount of public funding 
received by each body –in the case of a museum library, by the whole museum.



Negotiations between JISC and suppliers include conditions for access, which form part of the JISC 
model licence. This has been developed to ensure maximum usefulness for researchers and 
includes, for example, open URL linking.

The JISC website www.jisc.ac.uk/collections has details of available resources, functionality, 
suitability for different ranges of students and useful information for making a funding case.

Some affiliates have already joined. LE said that eh company would be willing to consider consortia 
applications. 

Questions: 
JT – How would the banding for consortia subscriptions be calculated? 
LE – Each member would be banded and the final subscription level would be an aggregate of all 
the members’ banding levels

MF – Will users be able to access material in the library and at home? 
LE – At present both options are available to academic institutions, but use is limited to students  
and staff. Home use would need to be discussed with reference to reader controls.

MF – Public libraries already make a range of digital resources widely available (eg Times Digital  
Archive). 
LE: Academic libraries often subscribe to a range of more commonly available resources as a way 
of guiding readers to specialist resources.

Action: Kate Sloss to organise a meeting of interested members to take forward a possible LMLAG 
consortium. 

RG introduced Margaret Siudek, Skills for Life Manager. MLA. 
The Skills for Life and Skills for Health projects have developed from an original project developed 
in Bromley Public Library.

The aim at present is to assess the pilot materials currently being used in libraries and museums 
relating to both these projects.

So far, the projects have been concentrated in public libraries, but it is hoped that they might be 
extended to museums and libraries.

No action to be taken by the group. Individual members will contact MS if they wish to pursue 
either of these projects. 

All Change Conference – update 
RG – Conference bookings are coming in slowly – members should encourage bookings amongst 
their teams and other members of their institutions. So far about 80 people have booked and paid.

The financial position is healthy, thanks to several sponsors organised by CM. 
The British Museum is not taking the names of all attendees and there is some confusion regarding 
ticketing. Individuals should chase up tickets as required.

The conference advert will be reissued before Easter to attract more delegates. 
JT – The MLA news bulletin has attracted several enquiries. 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/collections


LMLAG mission statement. 
(Document circulated with agenda) 
CM: The circulated document was the result of a brainstorming meeting at RBG Kew. 
Members agreed that this was generally a good start. 
Comments: 
MF – Concerned that the present document does not mention raising the profile and status of the 
sector. There should also be some mention of co-operation across professional boundaries.

VW – Suggested that each objective should be reduced to a single word to make an immediate point 
about the group. These could then be used on any advertising or future invitations to speakers.

MF – Would like some mention of the economic advantages of membership. 
RG – Unclear on who our stakeholders are – parent organisations/public/professional organisations. 
JS – There might be some problems with using ‘culture’ in the mission statement – this could be 
misunderstood in certain contexts.

KS – Could insert ‘sectoral’ to make this clearer – suggest sectoral culture/cultural sector.  

Action: CM to revise the mission statement, taking into account members’ comments, and circulate 
for comment. 

AOB 
MC – Circulated copies of the brochure advertising the Fraternal and Friendly Societies SSN. 
Renaissance funding ahs been applied for, but the result is not yet known.

JT – Has been asked to run a workshop on museum libraries at the ARLIS conference. 
RG – Has been invited to be part of a panel at a UCL SLAIS forum, representing LMLAG. 
RG – Will circulate via the list-serv details of a possible MLA training event on migration to 
MARC21. 

Members’ news 
To be circulated via the list-serv. 

Dates of future meetings: 

June 14th – V&A (tbc) 
Sep 13th – HMS Belfast – confirmed 
Dec 13th – London’s Transport Museum 


