
London Museums Librarians and Archivists Group
Meeting at the Museum of London, Thursday 19th March 2009 at 10.00am

Present Apologies
Christopher Mills, RBG Kew (Chair) Nina Burls, RAF Museum
Fiona Baker, Tate Caroline Warhurst, LTM
Michael Ball, National Army Museum
Sally Brooks, Museum of London
Martin Cherry, L & M of Freemasonry
Paul Evans, Firepower
Martin Flynn, V & A
Robin Francis, National Portrait Gallery
Claire Frankland, Museum of London, Docklands
Eleanor Gawne, National Maritime Museum
Richard Golland, Imperial War Museum
Elspeth Hector, National Gallery
Giovanna Hendel, Wallace Collection
Charles Hoare, British Museum
Antony Hopkins, Courtauld
Katherine Moody, Imperial War Museum
Simon Moody, National Army Museum
Helen Pye-Smith, National Archives
Kiri Ross-Jones, RBG Kew
Cathy Smith, National Archives
Barbara Thompson, Courtauld
Rupert Williams, Science Museum
Vicky Worsfield, V & A

1. Minutes of last meeting at Freemasons’ Hall on 11th December 2009
Minutes of this meeting were approved with no changes.

2. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
Chris Mills will get in touch with the Collections Trust regarding a speaker for a 
future meeting.
Chris reported back on an Accreditation briefing and informed the group that the 
criteria for gaining Accreditation is due to be changed by the MLA by the end of 2010 
and those wishing to gain Accreditation under the current criteria must submit by June 
2010. 

3. National Collections Strategy 
Cathy Smith, Collections Strategies Manager based at the National Archives in Kew 
introduced the group to the National Collections Strategy initiative launched in 
August 2008. Cathy explained how the initiative will be looking at knowledge and 
records management across England and Wales; identifying, collections at risk, gaps 
in the documentary heritage and looking at areas that might be misrepresented. Cathy 
pointed out that both the draft National Collections Strategy document and a February 
2009 report on the Consultation Exercise are available on the National Archives 
website ( www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/national-collections-strategy.htm ) as 
will the final version of the document by the end of May 2009. Cathy also talked 
about the initiatives plans to make sure that the records of the 2012 Olympics and 
Cultural Olympiad are not lost after the event and will become part of the lasting 
heritage of 2012.

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/national-collections-strategy.htm


4. JISC project update
Rupert Williams reported that pilot project was coming to a close at the end of the 
month and that the group is due to submit a report to MLA, who have funded the 
project, by the end of March. Unfortunately there have been large turnovers of staff at 
MLA and the group is now dealing with people who were not involved with the 
project previously. The response to the project from the users of JISC online resources 
within the group (over 100 replies) has been overwhelmingly possitive, which has 
been backed up by the statistics provided by JISC, that has shown steady usage. 
LMLAG’s report is written and awaiting JISC’s input.

Both the LMLAG partners and JISC (who are keen to take extent the project beyond 
LMLAG) are keen for the project to continue but at present there is no guarantee that 
MLA will continue to fund the project and the group must consider other options. The 
consensus in the group was that if MLA cut the funding (approx. £5,000 p.a.) the 
group should look for alternative sources of funding.

Chris Mills suggested that group could approach a charitable trust. 
Rupert Williams suggested that the efficiencies of accessibility to online periodicals  
(in terms of the subscription and storage costs of physical journals ) could be 
encourage our own institutions to find the funding. 

Rupert also mentioned talks with JISC about the journal packages that were being 
currently subscribed to and at whether we would want to expand the usage to include 
members of the public and remote access through the issuing of Athens passwords.

5. Moving Forward Groups

a. Policy 
Rupert Williams introduced a LMLAG draft Strategy Document which had been 
circulated to the members of LMLAG prior to this meeting. The document was 
unanimously welcomed by those present and Rupert and Chris were for members to 
email them with any comments.

b. Communications 
Martin Flynn reported that the Communications sub-group had not met since the last 
LMLAG meeting but planned to do so soon. Also reported that the LMLAG page on 
the National Museums Directors Conference website ( 
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/lmlag.html ) had been updated but would be 
removed from the site in April as not all members of LMLAG are members of the 
Conference. 

c. Events 
Kiri Ross-Jones reported that the visits programme started last years was proving 
successful. Three institutions have been visited so far; the Imperial War Museum, the 
National Maritime Museum and the National Gallery (twice). Everyone was very 
positive about the visits and the opportunities they afforded our staff. The next visit 
will be to the British Museum on 29th May. Kiri reminded the group that venues are 
needed for future visits.
The Events sub-group has two new members, Eleanor Gawne and Lynn Parker (RBG 
Kew). 

6. Conference 
Richard Golland reported on the progress of the autumn conference, which will take 
place on Thursday 10th September at the Sainsbury Wing of the National Gallery. The 
conference now has a title, Not Museum Pieces: the developing role of archivists  

http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/lmlag.html


and librarians in museums. The conference fee will be £30 (£25 concessions and £10 
students). Themes will include; partnerships and collaborations; digital innovations  
and partnerships and does archive/library professional training and skills match  
emerging demands.
Richard informed the group that the following speakers have been confirmed for the 
conference; Dr Nicholas Penny (Director of the National Gallery), Professor Andrew 
McDonald (Director of Libraries & Learning Services, University of E. London), 
Gunter Waibel (OCLC), Guy Grannum (National Archives), Eleanor Gawne (NMM), 
James Watson (NMM), Sarah Lawrence (Seven Stories), Marion Huckle (Cilip); 
Nichola Franklin (Sue Hill Recruitment) and Dr Andrew Flinn (UCL).
Elsbeth Hector confirmed that the facilities at the National Gallery will easily 
accommodate between 200 and 250 people.

7. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on 11th June at the Tate followed by 17th September at 
the National Maritime Museum and 10th December at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Kew. 

8. AOB
Fiona Baker informed group that the Tate would be closing its library on Fridays.
Simon Moody informed us that Templar Study Centre at the National Army Museum 
is closed until the end of July 2009.
Chris Mills informed the group that the Library and Archives at RBG Kew would 
close Mondays and Fridays from June to December this year. 


