
NOTES 
Meeting of the London Museums Librarians and Archivists Group 

Thursday 13
th

 June 2002 

 

 

Present:  Alison Sproston, British Museum 

   Julie Robertshaw, Imperial War Museum 

   Josephine Grant, London Transport Museum 

   Caroline Warhurst, London Transport Museum 

   Sally Brooks, Museum of London 

   Michael Ball, National Army Museum 

   Jill Davies, National Maritime Museum 

   Daphne Knott, National Maritime Museum 

   Rosemary Smith, Science Museum  

   Vicky Stott, Victoria and Albert Museum 

 

Apologies:  Chris Mills, Natural History Museum 

   Peter Elliott, RAF Museum, Hendon 

 

1 Coffee and introductions: Pauline Dingley, Richard Golland and John 

Meriton had sent representatives. 

 

2 Notes of the last meeting were accepted as comprehensive. 

 

3 JD reported that contact had been made with the Tate (Beth Houghton), 

who had shown an interest in taking part and the Horniman via RG. JD 

to contact NPG and Kew. Brief review of the last meeting for benefit of 

those who had not been present. AS reported she has a new job and will 

be leaving for the London Library – RG has agreed to partner the 

administration of the group with JD in the future. Highlighted the fact 

that majority librarians in attendance – need to discuss at next meeting. 

 

4 Discussed the issue of Libraries and Archive units based in Museums. A 

few key points came out: 

 

 Many felt it was a culture shock working within museums compared 

to past experience e.g. company, academic and public backgrounds. 

 All felt it vital that cross-domain working between librarians, 

archivists and curators was worth while and could be improved in 

most cases. 

 Library role is multi-functional, providing loans to staff, supporting 

exhibitions, facilitating reference for public research. 

 Is the library curatorial or public service? Both. 

 Emphasis on accessibility can lead to tensions, and needs financial 

commitment to deliver – there are mixed experiences in London. 



 Library stock and archives are now being promoted as museum 

collections – in part this raises the profile and understanding. 

 Libraries and archives are not seen to be the “sexy” aspect of 

museums, yet they provide access and interpretation to the most 

heavily used parts of the collections. 

 VS reported a strong refocus for the National Art Library, now part 

of the largest museum division “Word and Image”. 

 A short discussion recommended that libraries are best placed within 

the museum they serve – based on experience at IWM, SM and 

elsewhere. 

 The importance of the growing interest in family history was 

recognised and the avidity of its followers acknowledged. 

 

It was suggested that the next meeting may wish to address the issue of meeting 

the needs of our disparate audience with maximum customer satisfaction, and 

that future meetings may address the FOI implications for museums. 

 

5 A programme of staff exchanges and training sessions was supported by 

all on the following grounds: 

 

 Broaden professional experience for staff development 

 Improve subject referral expertise 

 Update and learn different working practises 

 Develop partnerships and collaborative working 

 

The success of the programme would rely on honest and full reporting from 

participants, the results of which would be open to both institutions. 

 

ACTION:  All representatives to email JD for compilation of results to the 

following questions, and discuss internally for possible candidates to take part. 

The recommended timescale should be at least one week to make it 

worthwhile, wherever possible. 

 

What would you like the exchange programme to provide? 

What could you offer the exchange programme? 

When would you like the above to happen? 

 

Date of the next meeting:  Thursday 19
th

 September 

Time:     10.00am 

Venue:     Victoria and Albert Museum 
 

All stayed for a viewing of the Caird Library and a demonstration of the 

Unicorn Webcat which contains the manuscripts, journals and charts as well as 

book data. 


