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Meeting of the London Museum Librarians and Archivists Group 

Thursday 20 January 2005 

 

Present: 

Jill Davies, Chair, National Maritime Museum 

Daphne Knott, National Maritime Museum 

Sally Brooks, Museum of London 

Matthew Ellis, London Museum of Freemasonry 

Beth Houghton, Tate Gallery 

Elspeth Hector, National Gallery 

Peter Elliott, RAF Museum 

Christopher Mills, Natural History Museum 

Anthony Garrett, National Gallery 

Helen Kent, London Transport Museum 

Michael Ball, National Army Museum 

John Flanagan, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

Fiona Ainsworth, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

Joanna Bowring, British Museum 

Pam Smith, British Museum 

Martin Flynn, Victoria & Albert Museum 

Vicky Stott, Victoria & Albert Museum 

Robin Francis, National Portrait Gallery 

Rosemary Smith, Science Museum 

Caroline Warhurst, London Transport Museum 

 

Apologies: 

Richard Golland, Imperial War Museum 

Paul Evans, Royal Artillery Museum 

 

1 – Arrival with coffee and introductions 

Jill thanked Caroline for the use of the Lecture Theatre at LTM. 

 

2 – Talk by Adrian Brown, Digital Preservation Officer, TNA: Preserving 

Digital Data 

Adrian’s talk covered the general issues and opportunities arising from the 

proliferation of digital data; the methods and materials required for their 

preservation and offered some solutions for those new to the area. 

The full presentation is to be distributed to members. 

The following questions were discussed afterwards: 

- To what extent is digital material taking over from paper? At TNA, 

paper records will still be received under the 30-year rule, however, 

digital records of more recent date, c 5years old, are already being 

received. It is becoming obvious that digital records require the same 

standards of records management as paper records, although this is often 

difficult to achieve on account of the way they are produced. 



- Is the preservation of e-mails a problem? At present no, because in the 

medium term, Outlook and other programs are readily available. 

However, in the long term, this may become more difficult as there are 

no generic programs available. 

- What are the ethics of e-mail preservation? To preserve the integrity of 

the record, the digital version rather than a paper version should be 

preserved. There are problems with deciding which version should be 

preserved. 

- What is being done to preserve websites? The UK Web Archive, a 

consortium, which includes TNA, BL and the Wellcome Institute, is 

collecting websites for preservation. Each institution in the group 

collects websites relevant to their collections. The websites are sampled 

on a regular basis, with frequency varying according to the type of site 

and current events. 

 

3- Notes from the last meeting 

Apologies to members for the sketchy nature of the last notes. Michael Ball and 

Beth Houghton noted that they had not attended. Rosemary noted that there had 

as yet been no sale of library items from the Science Museum. 

 

4 -  Matters Arising 

None 

 

5 – Conference 2005- leaflet 

The draft leaflet was handed round to members – the actual leaflet should be 

available w/b 24 January; copies will be sent to all members for distribution. 

There is a 4,000 print run. The logo was produced in-house at NMM as a 

necessary part of the leaflet – it can be changed at a later date if members wish. 

Although there has already been some interest from around the country, Jill 

urged all members to use their contacts to encourage attendance. 

A press release will be sent out w/b 24 January; members were asked to send 

Chris any ideas for journals this could be sent to. It was reported that the 

Archives e-mail list had already produced some interest. Members were asked 

to arrange for a link to the conference information to be posted on all their 

websites. 

The NMDC website will host the conference proceedings. 

 

6 – Future meetings 

The next meeting will be the conference. 

 

Next formal meeting will be on 14 July at NPG/NG – tbc. 

 

Jill will be stepping down as chair; members were asked if they were willing 

for Richard Golland to be chair – he had already agreed if members were 

willing. Accepted. Chris agreed to be vice-chair. Daphne will continue to take 

notes and the group records will be kept at NMM. 



 

7- AOB 

- RAF Museum is developing backstage tours of the library and archives 

with their learning dept – please can members let him know of any 

experience they have in similar areas. 

- Science Museum update: At the last meeting the trustees decided that 

the plan put to them required the museum to keep too much library 

material and this was not affordable. A new plan is to be put to them in 

March, which will result in the Museum keeping a small collection – 

c500m, mainly rare books. Consequently there will no longer be a 

separate library; the care of the books will fall to the collections unit 

who may be able to create one post, but this will probably include duties 

outside the library. The remainder of the material will in effect have 

shared ownership between the BL and Imperial College. Some of the 

material – e.g. the History of science collection, will be housed at 

Imperial College, which will arrange for public access. However, BL 

will probably be looking to disperse the material it already holds. DCMS 

approves this plan on the grounds that it rationalises collections and still 

provides public access.  There is no absolute agreement on this as it still 

has to go before the trustees. The Head of the Science Museum is to 

speak at the CILIP rare books conference. 

- There was some discussion about the apparent invisibility of museum 

libraries to DCMS, who seemed not to recognise them as collections in 

their own right. Suggested that we source a DCMS speaker for July. 

- There was a vote of thanks to Jill for her past work as chair of the group. 

Jill announced that she would be on maternity leave after the 

conference. 

 

 

Caroline and Helen provided a tour of the library and learning centre with a 

display of interesting items from the collection. 

 

Date of Next Meeting: July 14th 2005 

Please note venue: Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew 
  

 


